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Also, will all teachers who have introduced 
the International Correspondence into their 
classes, whether they desire to compete for 
the prizes or not, send their address, with the 
full name of their institutions, to the chairman 
of this committee, and state how long the 
International Correspondence has been intro- 
duced, and the number of students now en- 
gaged in it. An early report upon this subject 
is earnestly requested. 

Edward H. Magill, 

Chairman of the International Correspondence 
Committee of the Mod. Lang. Asso'n of 
America. 

Swarthmore College, Pa. 



OLD FRENCH LITERATURE. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Dear Sirs: — The Round'' Table before 
Wace, is a monograph including pages 182-205 
of the Harvard Studies. The author aims to 
show that Wace is speaking the truth in the 
Roman de Brut (vv. 9998-9) where the poet 
refers his account of King Arthur's Round 
Table to Celtic tradition. In view of the 
silence of Welsh literature and Geoffrey of 
Monmouth's omission of any reference, Wace's 
statement has been rejected by a number of 
scholars as unreliable. 

To vindicate the Norman poet— the first 
writer to mention the Round Table — and also 
to support the view of a Celtic origin, the 
author turns to the Brut of Layamon. He 
argues, from the peculiarly barbarian color of 
Layamon's Round Table story, unusual with 
the poet, who rather takes pains to tone 
down coarse detail elsewhere, that it must 
represent a native Welsh tale familiar to 
Layamon by reason of his close contact with 
Wales, 
writers. From such accounts as the Story of 

1 Reprinted from Vol. VII of Studies and Notes in Phi- 
lology and Literature. Published under the direction of the 
Modern Language Departments of Harvard University. 
3oston: Oinn & Co., 1900. 



As evidence, further, that Layamon did not 
invent the episode of the Round Table, which 
he added to Wace, and the incidental quarrels 
over precedence at feasts, a number of ex- 
amples are cited from ancient Irish saga 
Mac Dalho's Pig and The Feast of Bricriu 
marked resemblance is shown with Layamon's 
tale sufficient to admit this latter into the 
circle of primitive Welsh story. 

The author recognizes the objection that, 
although the Round Table is a Pan-Celtic in- 
stitution, as he maintains from the Irish 
sources just given and from the Greek his- 
torian Posidonius as well, its connection with 
Arthur may have been late and first made in 
Armorica. His reply is the difficulty of sup- 
posing a Round Table without an Arthur to 
give the tradition fixity. Some hero must 
have presided and the Celts had but one. 
The treatise is concise, not to say brief, con- 
taining very full notes and references and, as 
an exposition of proof is well ordered. 



F. L, Critchlow. 



Johns Hopkins University. 



BRIEF MENTION. 



The educational reform movement in Ger- 
many has scored some important points in the 
past year. Last May a meeting at Berlin, of 
philologists and others connected with or in- 
terested in higher instruction, adopted and 
submitted to the government the following 
resolutions : first, that all graduates of Mittel- 
schulen with nine years' courses (Gymnasien, 
Realgymnasien, and Ober-Realsehulen)shovild 
be on a footing of equality with regard 
to the pursuit of higher scientific and pro- 
fessional studies, notably those of medicine 
and law, for which at present a Gymnasium 
preparation or its equivalent (with prescribed 
Greek) is required ; and second, that the 
Mittelschulen in question should be reorgan- 
ized so as to offer, in the first three years, a 
uniform course of study without Latin, thus 
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